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Welcome back everybody and
what a relief it is to see members
in the Centre once again. Our
doors re-opened on 13th
September, the first day of our
Autumn term after 18 months of
online classes and those who have
returned to the Centre have
settled back well and are enjoying
the experience. The weather has
been mainly kind in these first few
weeks which has also enabled
members to enjoy use of the patio
for their refreshment breaks.
Jason and Sarah are back in the
café and serving teas, coffees,
sandwiches, baked potatoes,
paninis, cakes and pastries.
For those who are not quite ready
to return many of our tutors have
adapted their teaching (once
again)
 by delivering hybrid classes
courtesy of a little more
technology, which is

 working well most of the time!
That not everybody feels able to
come to the Centre is
understandable but we’re doing
what we can to reduce the risks.
While our policy assumes all
members are fully vaccinated,
our Covid guidelines are I’m
pleased to say, being followed.
Even so there’s always room for
improvement so don’t forget you
can also help by using the free
lateral flow tests to reassure
yourself before attending the
Centre. 
And finally whether you’ve made
it to the Centre or not you may
have been in contact with one or
more staff members. As we have
had some changes there’s a
helpful reminder of who’s who
and even photos so you can put a
face to a name.
 

- David

Members Library

We now have a New Look Members Library!

While the REC has been closed to most in-person
visitors, two members – Hazel Woodward and
her husband Fytton Rowland – have been
visiting a lot. Hazel, former University Librarian
at Cranfield University, has been cataloguing the
REC’s library in the quiet room, and it is now
properly arranged according to the Dewey
decimal system. The catalogue will shortly be
available as an Excel spreadsheet via the REC
website.

Cataloguing is now complete if members wish 
 to borrow a book - please speak to a member of
staff in the office to sign it out. In addition, a
future project will be to supplement the
collection in certain areas, as coverage of
different subject areas within the library
collection is patchy. We may be asking for your
help…….watch this space!

Members are reminded that the books in the
cafe are not part of the library and are still
available to purchase. 

We will be keeping our windows open for
ventilation so don't forget to wrap up warm

as the weather cools



Cafe
Update

We are currently serving a
limited menu in the cafe.

Tea, coffee, cakes and light
lunches are available. 

Don't forget members are
welcome to bring a guest to

the cafe

Life in Bedford
During the Second

World War
Former REC social history tutor,
Stuart Antrobus, has written a new
local history book, Life in Bedford
during the Second World War. 
The large format, well-illustrated
paperback (£9), published by
Bedford Local History Society, is
based not only on documentary
research but also on personal
accounts of life locally during the
extraordinary times of 1939-45.

New 
Faces

We've had some changes in the office so we thought we'd take this
opportunity to introduce you to all the staff, some new, some not
that new... Pop in to say hello when you are next in - they are keen
to get to know you all!

David Wood is our Chief Officer and has been
leading the REC for the past 4 years through
some challenging times. He enjoys the unique
atmosphere at the REC created by the  diverse
courses and people. In his spare time you’re
most likely to spot him around and about
Bedford walking his dog or on a bike.

Nicky Talacko joins us at Marketing and
Communications Assistant.  Nicky has had a
varied career as an Actress, Stand-up comedian
and photographer. You will see Nicky taking lots
of photos around the REC building our profile
and encouraging new membership. She's
looking forward to meeting you soon.

Don't forget we are still operating a one

way system... Up the main stairs, down

the back stairs and exit via the side door

Olga Romaios is thrilled to join as Admin
Assistant, working Mon - Wed. She has had a
varied career. She worked in Corfu and also runs
her own skin care business. Olga is looking
forward to meeting all the members and help
where needed.  In her spare time Olga runs
around trying to tire out her two energetic boys.

Carol Purnell  joined the REC 8 years ago - so
many of you will already know her well. She
joined after working in different jobs in different
cities. She is very happy to be back as Admin
Assistant again after a short illness. You will see
her in on Thursdays and Fridays.

Bonnie Chrusciak joins as Business Manager
following a career in Financial Services and
gaining a first-class degree in Business
Management. Bonnie has 3 young children and
she and her family enjoy walking, swimming,
and going to the cinema and bowling. Bonnie is
thrilled to join the REC at such an exciting time.



Need a Room?
 

Our rooms are
available  for private

hire to our members.
Ask in the office for

details

30 Years of the

Rothsay Ramblers

We are delighted to have celebrated our

30th anniversary with a party at the REC on

September 27th 2021. The event was

attended by over fifty members and former

members, including former committee

members and chairs. It was good to see so

many people there. This felt like a

testimony to how much the group has been

valued by so many over the years.

We were able to reminisce and celebrate

over a drink and cake on the terrace and in

the cafe at the REC. This seemed like a very

appropriate venue given the ties between

the group and the REC.

It was also clear how much we all value

renewed opportunities for social contact

after the difficulties of the pandemic.

Don't forget that the clocks go back
on Sunday October 31st! 

 
Our back gate will then be locked by 3.15 pm



 

ACORN
BROWN
FIRE
LEAF
ORANGE
RED
SOUP

BLANKET
COAT
HAT
MITTENS
PUMPKIN
SCARF
SQUIRREL

Upcoming Courses
We are running a number of courses on Saturday October 16th. These courses are open to anyone over 18. So do please
recommend these to all the young people you know! Why not try a day of Urban Sketching, or Bidding in Bridge? Or taking a
class in The Introduction to Using DNA in Genealogy Research, An Introduction to the Art of Caravaggio? Or Helen of Troy or
Exploring the Statues of Wrest Park? All courses 10 - 3.30. Visit www.recbedford.co.uk for more information.

Helen of Troy

Most famous for her
beauty, 'the face that
launched a thousand
ships', and caused the
Trojan War, Helen has
inspired many stories and
many works of art, music
and poetry. Bettany
Hughes summed up
Helen's complex image in
the subtitle to her book on
Helen, as 'goddess,
princess, whore'. We shall
explore the many different
myths about Helen from
the ancient world, and also
the more recent depictions
of her in the visual and
other arts including fiction.

Jenny Morris

Exploring the Statues
of Wrest Park

Collected over three centuries the statues at Wrest
Park reflect the changing fortunes and fashions of the
family that bought them and the sculptors that made
them. From the Roman gods to the rural 'seasons', the
hunting horseman to 'boy with rabbit', not forgetting
the mystery of the 'three Dianas'. Their stories will be
revealed in this class-based Day School.

Dr Twigs Way


