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EASTER BUNNY 
The origins of the Easter Bunny are thought
to come from the German Lutherans, and the
‘Easter Hare’ originally played the role of a
judge, deciding whether children’s behaviour
was good or disobedient at the start of the
season of Eastertide. Good children were
rewarded with coloured eggs and toys. The
lovely hare to the left was drawn by Jenny
Russell from David Lewry’s Friday afternoon
Drawing Challenge class.

*Message from David
*Easter Bunny

*New Term, New Courses
*Fundraising Update

*It’s Been Quite a Year...
*...But Not All Bad

*British Summer Time
*Quiz

REC NEWSLETTER

As we mark the end of our third term of “virtual” classes in
response to the Covid-19 pandemic it’s difficult to believe
that a whole year has now passed during which we have had
to come to terms with and accommodate a completely
different lifestyle with masks, social distancing and
lockdowns of one kind or another. In this “anniversary”
newsletter we highlight some highs and lows of the past year
and recognise the amazing agility of so many of our
members, tutors and staff who successfully managed to
switch to learning and working remotely. Whether or not
you have Zoomed through the past year we would really like
to hear from you about your reflections for inclusion in the
next newsletter. To help you through the Easter holiday
we’re including another quiz with this newsletter. In the
meantime, I wish you well for a relaxing, if different, Easter
break and encourage you to book onto one or more summer
courses whether it’s Economics, Philosophy, Art or
Shakespeare that will help you get through next term and
hopefully towards better times ahead.
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MESSAGE FROM DAVID

Cover photo: Blossom in Albany Road,
Bedford

1 leaf = 1 donation (total 315 - up 10) 
1 apple = £5k (total £60664.92 - up £1533.92)

Just in time for Easter our tree has
borne another apple! Thank you to all

who have donated thus far.

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

NEW TERM, NEW COURSES 
Spring term ended today, 26th March,

but there’s still availability on our
summer term courses starting

Monday 19th April. Courses can be
booked on our website which is

always open!  

1st Anniversary Edition 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastertide


In August Africa was declared free of wild polio after four years without a reported case.
Due to movement restrictions and a significant slowdown of social and economic activities, air
quality improved in many cities.
In December, 14 nations that own 40 percent of the world's coastline joined together to create
the world’s biggest ocean sustainability initiative. An area of ocean the size of Africa will now be
focused on restoring fish populations and reefs while eliminating plastic.
In July two million people in India planted 250 million trees in one weekend to tackle climate
change.
In December Japan’s space agency retrieved a capsule carrying the first rock samples from
beneath the surface of the asteroid Ryugu, 180 million miles away, that scientists say could
provide clues to the origin of the solar system and life on our planet.
Who could forget 99 year old Captain Sir Tom Moore who captivated the nation by walking a
hundred laps of his garden and raising over £32 million for the NHS, proving that just one
person can make a huge difference.  
Finally, many of us have got used to a word which will be forever in our minds........lockdown! 

Although the news over the past year has been full of doom and gloom there have been some very positive
and uplifting stories, from the remarkable speed the COVID vaccine was developed, to the US electing the
first female, Black and South Asian Vice President. Some of the stories slipped by unnoticed while others
made front page news. Even amidst a pandemic good things still happen!

 BRITISH SUMMER TIME 

When we produced our first newsletter to keep
our members connected with us, little did we
think that one year on we would be publishing
our 25th, one year anniversary edition!  A year
ago some of our French students trialled a Zoom
lesson and gave very positive feedback which led
to a full programme of online courses, which have
been running successfully for the past year. We
salute our members who took a leap into the
unknown with great gusto and continued to
support the REC. We know it’s been a difficult
year for some of our members, particularly those
without the technology to keep in touch, and we
hope our fortnightly newsletters have brightened
their day and made them feel a valued part of the
REC community.  

The clocks go forward an hour at 1.00am on Sunday 28th
March which means lighter evenings and more daylight
than darkness.  
After a campaign by builder, William Willett, and a failed
attempt to introduce it in 1908, British Summer Time was
first established by the Summer Time Act in 1916.  
The time changes were widely advertised in the press. To
return to GMT on 1st October 1916, people were advised
to put their clocks forward by 11 hours rather than turning
the hands back an hour, as in those days this could break
the mechanism! 
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IT’S BEEN QUITE A YEAR......

......BUT NOT ALL BAD!



1.In 1980 which  Australian cricketer became the first and only

batsman to reach 150 in each innings of a test, in the 3rd test vs

Pakistan in Lahore?  

2. In 2007 after some initial hesitation, who signs on to appear

as Hermione in the final three Harry Potter films?  

3. What was the Scottish king called in England after he united

Scotland and England under one crown in 1603?  

4. What infectious disease did Dr Jonas Salk announce a

vaccine for in 1953? 

5.The 1952 Hollywood musical "Singin in the Rain", starred

which famous performer?  

6. In what year did the British government abolish the slave

trade in the British Empire? 

7. What was the name of the Turkish city of Istanbul before the

name was changed in 1930? 

8. What was the original purpose of the Terracotta Army,

rediscovered in China in 1974?  

9. Which side headed by Francisco Franco won the Spanish

Civil War this week in 1939? 

10. The number 1 single in the UK charts in 1979  was ‘I Will

Survive’. Who was the singer? 

1.True or false: A census of the British Empire in 1906 showed

it ruled 1/4 of the world? 

2. Two months after the signing of the peace agreement, the

last U.S. combat troops left which country in 1973? 

3. In 1918 which of the British armed forces was founded? 

4. Known as the Prince of Motown, which famous singer was

shot and killed by his father in 1984?  

5. In 1816 which author, in response to a request from the

future King George IV, wrote “I could not sit down to write a

serious romance under any other motive than to save my life.”  

6. Who was one of the world’s greatest storytellers, born in

Odense, near Copenhagen in 1805 and responsible for many

famous children’s stories.   

7. Which Woody Allen film won the Oscar for Best Picture in

1978, beating George Lucas’ Star Wars.  

8. Which 39 year old civil rights leader was assassinated on 4th

April 1968?  

9. In 1975, when most people were still using typewriters

which software company was founded? 

10. In 1949 which mutual defence pact aimed at containing

possible Soviet aggression against Western Europe was signed?  

1. Which British Prime Minister retired in 1955?  

2. In 1859 who sent his publishers the first three chapters of 

On the Origin of Species?  

3. In 1896 what was reborn in Athens 1,500 years after being

banned by Roman Emperor Theodosius I?  

4. In 1970 who won Best Actor Oscar for his role in True Grit?  

5. A royal wedding took place in 2005 between whom?  

6. Which English engineer and inventor who designed railways,

bridges, tunnels, viaducts and ships was born on 9th April

1806?  

7. In 1961 who had a number one single with ‘Wooden Heart’?

8. In 1976 who took over as Prime Minister from Harold

Wilson?  

9. Pavane pour une infante defunte" premiered in Paris in

1902. Who was the composer?  

10. Queen Victoria appointed whom as British Poet Laureate in

1843? 

1. On April 12, 1961, aboard the spacecraft Vostok 1, which

cosmonaut became the first human being to travel into space?  

2. Twenty years on, in 1981, what was the name of the space

shuttle  launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida, becoming the

first reusable manned spacecraft to travel into space? 

3. In 1997, aged 21, who won the prestigious Masters

Tournament by a record 12 strokes in Augusta, Georgia?  

4. On April 15th, 1912 which British ship sank into the North

Atlantic Ocean about 400 miles south of Newfoundland? 

5. In 1889 this Hollywood legend was born in London and after

losing both his parents at a young age he was eventually placed

in an orphanage. Who was he?  

6. In 1969 the age at which a person was eligible to vote in

Britain was lowered to 18 but what was it previously? 

7. In 1978 Brain and Michael had a number 1 hit with

Matchstalk Men & Matchstalk Cats & Dogs. Who was the

inspiration behind this song? 

8. Which entrepreneur and engineer patented the steam power

brake in 1869?  

9. In 1964 who was the first black actor to win an Academy

Award?  

10. In 1970 which ex-Beatle released his first solo album?  

 ’IN THIS WEEK’ QUIZ 
Below is a quiz with historical events and trivia that happened during this week and the three weeks of the

Easter holiday. Answers will be on the private page of our website www.recbedford.uk/course-links 

 22nd - 28th March  29th March - 4th April

 5th - 11th - April  12th - 18th April

https://www.onthisday.com/sport/events/date/1980

