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REC NEWSLETTER

The focus of this newsletter is languages and the creative and
brilliant way our tutors have adapted to the challenges of delivering
classes via Zoom over the past year. Our language classes are all-
year long and there are places available on all of them. So why not
make the opportunity to join one of them and brush up your
language skills - you're never too old!
Please do keep completing and returning the survey forms as the
more members we hear from the better picture we obtain of your
views on what courses you would like us to offer as well as how you
would like to learn in future, whether at the Centre, via Zoom or a
mixture. From the surveys returned so far the overwhelming
majority of members are keen to get back to enjoying classes at the
Centre as soon as possible. On that front as we mark a year since
the original lockdown we're carefully monitoring the continued roll-
out of the NHS's vaccination programme. If things continue to go
successfully then it's possible there will be some use of the Centre
later in the summer and we're hoping that the Autumn term will see
things looking much more like normal. That's of course assuming
everybody continues to play their part by complying with the
Government's guidelines and taking up the offer of vaccinations.
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News and information for our members

MESSAGE FROM DAVID

Cover photo: Spring has sprung in the 
REC front garden 

NEW COURSES

1 leaf = 1 donation (total 305 - up 4)
1 apple = £5k (total £59131 - up £90)

We are edging ever closer to
raising £60,000 and need just

£869.00 to get there! 
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ZOOM BY PHONE 
Did you know you can Zoom by

phone? One of our members
attends German Conversation

and is really enjoying the
experience! Email or phone us

for more information. 

We have added the following courses to our summer term
programme:
*An Introduction to Bedfordshire’s Geology
*Singing for Pleasure
*The Song of the Birds
*Movie Mix 4
*Lip Reading
*Introduction to British Sign Language 
A reminder that we have Saturday courses on 20th March
 
More details can be found on our website - please book as soon as
possible, thank you.

The Language Edition



A few weeks ago we took advantage of Zoom to
invite two German ladies to our lessons. Ursula
joined us from Bamberg, Bedford’s twin town,
where she is a teacher and city guide. She usually
co-ordinates our visits to Bamberg, which should
take place every two years. We gained an insight
into daily life in Bavaria and current regulations
there. Ursula will join us again very soon.
On another day members of my class met an
author, who has been a friend of one of my
students since they were teenagers. Renate, also a
teacher, interviewed female migrants to Germany,
who had made new lives in Kassel and published
their stories in a book ‘Always a Stranger.’ It was
particularly interesting to discuss the reasons for
people leaving their homelands, persecution of the
family for political or religious reasons perhaps, or
to study and because of chance life events not
returning home. How settled they feel in Germany
depends on how old they were when they arrived
but above all on how well they have mastered a
new language.
Rosemary Adams - German Tutor

 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY  

Something different that I have done since
delivering Italian lessons remotely has been the
use of Wordwall, engaging students with  quizzes
which they seem to love. It has allowed me to
create interactive activities for the classroom to
reinforce vocabulary, grammar, history and
culture. It also creates a dynamic way to have
class competitions. Interactives can be presented
in different themes which change the look and
feel with different graphics, fonts , and sounds.
Activities are created using a template system
which includes familiar classics like quizzes and
crosswords. There are also arcade style games
such as maze chase, spin the wheel, gameshow
quiz, open the box and so much more. It has been
a great way of enhancing learning in a fun way.

Maria Taverna - Italian Tutor

International Women’s Day was on Monday and is a
global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural,
and political achievements of women, so it seems
appropriate that this newsletter is focusing on our
language classes all of which are taught by women. For
those of you not familiar with our language tutors they
are listed in the box to the right. More information on
all our tutors can be found on our website. 

2 www.recbedford.co.uk

ZOOMING IN ON OUR LANGUAGE CLASSES 

One of my classes has done brilliant weekly
presentations about 19th and 20th century
inventions. Their choices were so varied that it was
a real treat every week, with the topics ranging from
"la vaccination" (a presentation that included a
photo of the first student in the class to have his
covid jab!) to "les clous à catadioptre" (cat's-eyes).

Marion Moutel-Davesne - French Tutor

This term, our Spanish groups have gone on a
trip.....having lessons with Zoom gave us the
chance to travel to South America from the
comfort of our homes. We have been organising
trips and visits and learning about different
cultures and cuisines, so while we haven’t been
able to travel physically we have done virtually!  

Enena Ramos - Spanish Tutor

ROSEMARY ADAMS- German
ISABELLE AWAN - French
CHRISTINE BAILEY - French
CARMEN HARDISTY - Spanish 
MARION MOUTEL-DAVESNE - French 
ELENA RAMOS - Spanish
JOANNA STEER - Sign Language & Lip Reading
MARIA TAVERNA - Italian

Have you ever wondered  how our language classes are being taught online? Read on to to discover how our
tutors have adapted their classes..........danke, grazie, merci, gracias! 


