November 20th 2020 Issue 18

REC NEWSLETTER
News and information for our members

In this issue:
*Message from David
*Fundraising Update
*AGM
*A Musical First
*Sail Away
*Spring & Summer Terms 2021
*Council Budget Consultation

MESSAGE FROM DAVID
As we progress through November and the second
lockdown there are large parts of society that are not
functioning as usual. That includes our own courses and
trips but due to the commitment of our tutors and students
many are continuing and thanks to the fundraising appeal,
currently standing at £52,526, spring and summer term
courses will run so book your place and hopefully some will
be back in the Centre.
The impact of Covid-19 on the NHS is apparent and we
should all be doing everything we can to reduce the spread
of the virus. There's a video clip in the REC's private area of
the website from the staff of the Bedford hospitals which
emphasises how we can all play our part.
Finally, the thought of sailing unaccompanied around the
world or going to the moon may or may not appeal in the
current circumstances but a real opportunity arising from
the lockdown is doing things from the comfort of our own
homes. So why not make sure you're signed-up for this
year's Zoom AGM which requires no need to go out on a
dark, cold November afternoon?

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Our fundraising tree has grown
another seven leaves taking the total
raised to £52,526.00 which leaves
just under £2,500.00 to raise until the
tree bears another apple. With one
more newsletter before the end of
term - will we make it?

AGM
This year our AGM will be taking place via Zoom on Thursday
26th November at 4.30pm. This is a great opportunity for
members to attend while relaxing at home and we look
forward to seeing you all at this unique AGM. If you would
like to join the meeting please email us and we will send you
an agenda and a link to the Zoom meeting.
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1 leaf = 1 donation
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P.T.O

A MUSICAL FIRST!
What links Neil Armstrong, the first man on the moon, to REC tutor David Lewry? You
may be surprised to know it’s the ukulele! Neil Armstrong, the first human to walk on
the Moon, strummed on a ukulele while in a quarantine facility with Michael Collins and
Buzz Aldrin after Apollo 11 returned from the Moon. David, who normally teaches art,
will be running his second ukulele course where beginners and those with little
experience can join others online and play along with some popular songs and learn
new techniques. You may not be taking the giant step of walking on the moon but you
could take the small step of learning the ukulele which is the first year it’s been taught
at the REC! The course runs for ten weeks, in the afternoon, from Tuesday 5th January.

SAIL AWAY...
We may find lockdown and isolation difficult but spare a thought for the thirty
three sailors in the Vendée Globe round-the-world race. On November 6th they
headed off for three months alone in dangerous waters - facing storms,
exhaustion and unknown hazards. The race is currently led by British sailor, Alex
Thomson. We mentioned Neil Armstrong above, one of the 550+ people to travel
into space and 4000+ people have climbed Mount Everest yet remarkably only
around 100 people have sailed solo, nonstop, round the world around the three
great capes — the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, Cape Leeuwin in Australia
and Cape Horn in Chile. The oldest person to achieve this great feat is Jeanne
Socrates from Hampshire who was 77 when she completed the non-stop
circumnavigation in September 2019 after almost a year at sea. So if you don’t
fancy taking up the ukulele.........!

SPRING & SUMMER TERMS 2021
Thank you to members who have booked our spring and summer term 2021 courses which
are on our website. Our new format brochure is nearing completion and we hope to have hard
copies available before the end of term but certainly before the start of the spring term.
Please continue to book courses as this helps the tutors and the REC to prepare and plan and
hopefully we will be back in the Centre in the not too distant future.

COUNCIL BUDGET CONSULTATION
Despite significant savings in excess of
£100 million Bedford Borough Council
needs to identify further savings. The
impact of Covid-19 has had a major
impact on the Council’s finances and
resources.
The consultation for the savings plan is
now open and you can have your say by
completing their questionnaire here:
http://ow.ly/kdpa50ClnYE
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