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REC NEWSLETTER
News and information for our members
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*Food & Farming Quiz
*Farming Past & Present
*Drive Carefully

MESSAGE FROM DAVID
With summer moving on we're taking a non-Coronavirus focus in this
newsletter and instead highlighting what will be going on around
many of us, depending on exactly where you live. As a market town
Bedford has a long and deep connection with the surrounding villages
and countryside and with harvest time upon us we thought we'd
remind you of what that means.
That's not to avoid the ever-present Covid-19 pandemic, which is the
cause of our financial challenge and appeal. As you'll see from the
updated tree you've helped progress it's appearance since the last
newsletter, and I'm pleased to tell you that we have so far raised
£31,083 with 187 individual donations. That could enable the REC to
stay open for a further two months given each month our running
costs are around £15,000. So thank you for your donations so far,
please do continue to help us towards our target through donations,
signing-up for membership and courses as well, of course, as
encouraging friends and acquaintances to do the same.

NEW COURSE
Boulting Brothers’ Comedies
Twin brothers, John Edward and Roy Alfred
Clarence Boulting, were a producer-director team
responsible for some notable British cinema. Join
Caroline Bacon to find out more about their films
and for five weeks of laughter! 5 weeks from
Wednesday 19th August, 2.00 to 3.00pm - £35.00

FUNDRAISING UPDATE

A MEMBER’S MUSINGS
REC member and farmer, Don Brace, from our Guitar Group
has kindly shared an insight into his life as a farmer - more
fascinating memories of farming life are overleaf.
“The working life on farms is still dictated very much by the weather.
This is a thing that never changes. My eldest daughter’s first sentence
was "Is it raining?” which she probably heard from me every morning, as
it dictated how we spent the day on the farm and also the length of the
working day. Often in the summer I have welcomed a thunderstorm
after a couple of weeks nonstop harvesting cereals, potatoes or onions
from 7.00am until 9.00pm.”
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1 leaf = 1 donation
1 apple = £5k
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P.T.O

With harvest upon
us how much do
you know about our
food and farms?

FOOD & FARMING QUIZ
1. What is the UK’s biggest food/drink export?
2. Which country is the world’s biggest producer of wheat?
3. What is the study of birds eggs called?
4. What are Pershore Eggs and Marjorie’s Seedlings?
5. What is the underside of a horse’s hoof called?
6. What name is given to the fruit of the blackthorn?
7. If you put all the UK’s hedges together how many times would
they circle the earth?
8. On average how many loaves does a person buy each year?
9. What percentage of land in the UK is classed as Utilised
Agricultural Area (UAA)?
10. What family is the onion from?

FARMING PAST AND PRESENT FROM A MEMBER
More from member, Don, about his life as a farmer!

“I started my farming career in the post war period, when our politicians were telling us we were never going to be short of
food again. This followed war time rationing, after the sinking of boats carrying food imported from the Colonies, and other
places abroad. As a result until the 1960s, we were encouraged to bring all sorts of land into production and given large
subsidies to do so. Thus my purpose, during my whole working life, has been to grow food. It has taken me years to adapt to
today's policies where concern for the environment and wildlife takes precedence over food production, to the extent that
food security is no longer considered a problem. A Government Minister questioned a few weeks ago, whether we even
needed an agricultural industry in this country any more. A funny old world !
Following the wettest winter I remember in my farming life, with winter planted cereals planted in February rather than
September, and this followed by a hot dry spring, it has resulted in the poorest cereal harvest I can remember . Yields are
down by 50% in many places. I grow a variety of wheat which is under contract to be used to produce ice cream cones, but
even so, this year the proceeds will nowhere near cover growing costs. As a result of Lockdown, potato prices have slumped
as people are not eating out and consuming potato related products, which are relatively cheap to produce in restaurants.
Instead they are eating at home, replacing potatoes with rice and pasta for convenience.”

DRIVE CAREFULLY!
If you live in the country you’ll notice the dust in the air,
the drone of a diesel engine and the hum of a grain dryer
well into the night!
The combines are out in force, supported by large
agricultural machinery - balers, trailers and tractors.
These farmers have a time critical job to do and have to
transport trailers full of grain back to the store.
Please be patient and observant as a few extra minutes
on your journey is better than not arriving at all.
Don’t take any risks. Relax and enjoy the views over our
beautiful countryside and the food on your plate!
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